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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's remarks and amendments, filed on April 22, 2010 have been carefully 
considered. Claim 6 has been added as a new claim. Claims 1-6 are pending review in 
this action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Atake 
(USP No. 6,325,607). 

3. Regarding claims 1 and 5-6, Atake teaches an injection molded-in foil decoration 
apparatus. (See abstract). 

a. The apparatus comprising: 

i. A male mold. 

(1) See part 25 of figure 1. 

ii. A female mold. 

(2) See part 12 of figures 1-2. 

iii. A transport chuck system for feeding a decorative sheet between a 
male mold and said female mold. 
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(3) See part 57 of figure 2. 

iv. A clamper for pressing and fastening said sheet on a parting 
surface of said female mold 

(4) See part 20 in figure 2. 

v. Wherein the transport chuck system comprises two clamping 
devices (pinching chucks) on each side of the decorative sheet. 

(5) See parts 60 of figure 2. 

vi. Wherein said clamper comprises a pushing frame that abuts on the 
parting surface of said female mold thereby pressing the sheet. 

(6) See part 20 of figure 2 showing clamper (rectangular 
section of part 20 is the pushing frame). 

(7) See figures 4-5 showing parts 20 (clamper) abutting 
against the parting surface of the female mold (12). 

vii. At least one connecting member in which a means of driving is 
connected to in order to move the pushing frame. 

(8) See connecting member (parts around rectangular 
pushing frame) in part 20in figures 1-2. 

(9) See drive means (rods) in par 24 of figure 1 . 

viii. Wherein the clamper is formed in such a way that when the 
pushing frame (rectangular portion of part 20) contacts the parting surface 
(14) of the female mold — there is a space between the connecting 
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member and the parting surface. (See figures 4-5, column 7 lines 43-52, 
and column 12 lines 19-31). 

(10) See figure 5 depicted below— The lines emanating from 
parts 21 , 64, 66, and 67 to a common point on the parting surface 
of the female mold show the space between the connecting 
member and the parting surface. 

20 




12 36 6 f 36c 62 

F I G. 5 

b. Additionally with regards to claim 6, Atake teaches a means for feeding 
the decorative sheet into the clamping position. (See part 5 of figure 2 and 
parts 60). 
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ix. The claim limitation, "means for feeding", is a means plus function 
limitation that invokes 35 USC 112 6 th paragraph and the corresponding 
structure is seen in figure 2 part 31 of applicant's specification. Part 31 of 
figure 31 are clamping/gripping devices which grip and move a feed sheet 
into position in the injection molding machine. 

4. Regarding claim 2, Atake teaches wherein the transport chuck is movable in a 
direction perpendicular to the direction of the movement of the male mold in respect to 
the female mold and wherein a reel is fixed to a female mold to supply sheet. 

c. See figure 1 showing sheet being fed from a reel system to a position 
between a closable female and male mold. (See figure 1). 

5. Regarding claim 3, Atake teaches additionally comprising feeding said decorative 
sheet between said male mold and said female mold by moving said clamping devices 
of said transport chuck with said decorative sheet being clamped by said clamping 
devices, pressing and fastening said sheet onto said parting surface by said clamper, 
releasing the grasping of said sheet by said clamping devices while maintaining the 
pressed state, and bringing said clamping devices back to their original position through 
the space between said damper and said female mold. 

d. See figures 1-5. 

e. See column 4 lines 39-58. 

f. See column 6 lines 30-44. 

g. See column 7 lines 43-52. 

h. See column 12 lines 19-31. 
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6. Regarding claim 4, Atake teaches feeding said decorative sheet between said 
male mold and said female mold by moving said clamping devices of said transport 
chuck with said sheet being clamped by said clamping devices; pressing and fastening 
said sheet onto said parting surface of said female mold by said clamper; releasing the 
grasping of said sheet by said clamping devices while maintaining the pressed state; 
bringing said clamping devices back to their original position through the space between 
said damper and said female mold; and separating said female mold and said female 
mold while simultaneously feeding a new decorative sheet between said male mold and 
said female mold by said transport chuck. 

i. See figures 1-5. 

j. See column 4 lines 39-58. 

k. See column 6 lines 30-44. 

I. See column 7 lines 43-67. 

m. See column 12 lines 19-31. 



Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See JP 05-278065 disclosing a clamping system which forms a 
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space between the connecting member and the parting surface for an injection molding 
machine. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AMJAD ABRAHAM whose telephone number is 
(571)270-7058. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 
AM to 5:00 PM Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Phillip Tucker can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 095. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



AAA 

/Philip C Tucker/ 
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